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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

 

To amend Kosrae State Code, Title 1, Chapter 2, Sections 1.201, to define the term “resident”; 

and for other purposes. 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE KOSRAE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 

Section 1. Purpose.  The purpose of this act is to define the term “resident”. Whereas the 1 

Third Constitutional Convention had proposed that “the term resident shall be defined by law”, 2 

and that such proposed amendment was subsequently ratified on a referendum held on 3 

September 2 2005; therefore, this bill is intended to fulfill this constitutional mandate.  4 

Section 2. Amendment.  Kosrae State Code, Title 1, Chapter 2, Section 1.201 is hereby 5 

amended to include the following definition: 6 

                        “Section 1.201. Definitions. Unless another meaning clearly appears in the Code, the 7 

following terms have the meaning indicated:   8 

 … 9 

 (85) “Resident”:   10 

(a) A person is a resident of the place where he or she remains and has his or 11 

her factual place of abode of some permanency when not away for a temporary purpose, and to which 12 

the person returns when not temporarily away.  There can be only one residence; a residency cannot be 13 

lost until another gained.  14 

(b) The resident of the parent with whom an unmarried minor child maintains 15 

his or her place of abode is the residence of such unmarried child.  16 

(c) A married person shall have the right to retain his or her own legal residence 17 

in Kosrae State notwithstanding the legal residence of her spouse.  18 

(d) A residency may only be changed by the union of act and intent. 19 

(e) This definition is intended to be used for matters concerning voting and 20 

candidacy for public office and family law matters.  It shall not be used to discriminate against non-21 

citizens in the receipt or entitlement to public services or other protections guaranteed by the laws or 22 

Constitutions of Kosrae State or the Federated States of Micronesia.   23 
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 Section 3. Effective Date.  This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor or upon 1 

its becoming law without such approval.  2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

Date:  ___________________   Introduced by:  _______________________ 10 

                  Josaiah H. Saimon 


